REMPLOY FACTORY CLOSURES – STATEMENT OF SUPPORT
I note with grave concern the significant factory closure programme announced by Remploy management on behalf of the Government on 22nd May 2007. 

If this closure of what now appears to be 45, rather than the announced 43 sites, is allowed to go ahead as planned, thousands of highly skilled disabled workers will lose the opportunity to work with dignity and respect in the supported environment they have chosen, delivering high quality goods and services.  
Evidence also clearly demonstrates that working class disabled people in most mainstream employment are far more likely to be working at the lower end of the skill range, and certainly not on the trade union negotiated terms and conditions enjoyed by Remploy workers, including excellent sick pay and holiday benefits and a final salary pension scheme.

I therefore fully support the call for a moratorium on factory closures and mergers until a proper independent review has been undertaken examining in full the opportunities to restructure and develop Remploy whilst retaining all the current manufacturing sites.
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