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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

EMPLOYERS SAY “YES” TO

GMB CALL TO PAY UP

You will recall from previous bulletins that the outstanding 2008 pay award for local government is going to arbitration.  You will also recall that I asked local government employers to pay their final offer (2.45% plus £100 on SCPs 4, 5, 6) on account while arbitration is being set up.

I am pleased to report that today the local government employers signified their intention to pay up including backpay (to 1 April).  This will be ratified on Friday and therefore should all go through in November or December pay.

This is a sensible gesture by the employers because we don’t know how long it will take to set up arbitration and at least this will put money in our members pockets while we are waiting.

This move does not affect the arbitration process and the unions will be arguing for our claim of 6% or 50p/hour while the employers will be asking that the arbitrator awards their offer.
I hope all members agree that having the employers best offer paid while seeking a better deal through arbitration is a fair way of resolving pay for 2008.

I will keep you informed.

Brian Strutton

Brian Strutton

National Secretary - Public Services Section
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