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SUNDAY 3rd JUNE 2007

GMB Congress TV – for the first time all sessions on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning will be broadcast on the GMB website at www.gmb.org.uk

GMB Congress opened with the National Banner ceremony led by Birmingham & West Midlands Region delegates:  Vin Bloor, Elaine Daley, Madan Lal, Marge Clarke, Viv Smart and Gordon Richardson.
GMB National President, Mary Turner, led a minute’s silence to remember those colleagues who passed away this year.
GMB Gold badges were presented to Edna Rolph from London Region and Albert Rollinson, Midland & East Coast Region to celebrate more than 90 years’ service to GMB between them (more details available from www.gmb.org.uk).
The GMB Youth Award 2007 was presented to Lucinda Yeadon from Yorkshire & North Derbyshire Region in recognition for her work campaigning for the rights of people with learning and physical disabilities (see www.gmb.org.uk for more details).
Lively debates were held covering issues of employment policy, recruitment and training with passionate contributions from delegates of all GMB Regions.
Andy Worth, GMB Regional Secretary, submitted the Midlands & East Cost Region’s report.
Harry Donaldson, GMB Regional Secretary, presented the GMB Scotland regional report.
Richard Ascough, GMB Regional Secretary, gave the report from Southern Region.
The CEC updated GMB Congress on the significant progress that has been made to reform the union following the Special Report:  Framework for the Future and this was followed by a positive debate on continuing the growth and progress of the GMB.  
GMB Deputy General Secretary, Debbie Coulter, moved her report and addressed congress on progress in delivering on GMB’s equality and diversity committments.

GMB National Officer, Jude Brimble, gave her report on the progress of the Food & Leisure section and in particular GMB successes at ASDA.
The CEC published a special report on the link between Private Equity and pension scheme insolvency demonstrating the financial burden transferred to the taxpayer and other pension schemes from the asset stripping and liability dumping activities of some Private Equity groups.  The Special Report:  "Private Equity's Broken Pension Promises - Private Equity companies' is available at www.gmb.org.uk 
GMB Conference debated the CEC Special Report:  GMB@Work and overwhelmingly endorsed the union’s strategy for continued growth and organisation.
Refer to GMB website for more information:  www.gmb.org.uk
Today’s GMB press releases included:

· GMB Gold Badge winners

· GMB Youth Award winner

· Private Equity and Pension Insolvency (1 national and 12 regional versions)
