GMB BULLETIN MONDAY 8 JANUARY 2007 
If you have any GMB news to include please email details to press.office@gmb.org.uk fax: 020 8944 6139 or telephone 020 8971 4209.  Thanks to those who have already contributed. Further information on many of the subjects covered can be found on at www.gmb.org.uk 
GMB CRITICISE GOVERNMENT AFTER RADIOACTIVE WATER LEAK SPARKS POWER STATION PROBE:  Health & safety inspectors are investigating an incident at a recently closed nuclear power station which led to the escape of 40,000 gallons of radioactive water, it was revealed today.  The incident happened at the Sizewell A station in Suffolk, one of the oldest in the world, which closed eight days ago.  Its reactors, which had been producing electricity for 40 years, are now being decommissioned.  A Sizewell spokesman said there had been a ``breakage'' in a pipe, which led to the water escape.  ``The escape was stopped rapidly,'' said the spokesman.  The Nuclear Installations Inspectorate confirmed it was investigating the incident, adding that no water had left the site and there had been no contact with members of the public or workers.  A spokesman said the water contained traces of a radioactive substance. Gary Smith, GMB National Organiser said, ``The incident highlights decades of chronic under-investment in our nuclear industry. It also comes at a time when the Government is proposing to cut funding to the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA). The Government gave a commitment that it would clean up the nuclear legacy, and proposals to cut NDA funding will ultimately impact on investment in training and maintenance, which can only further exacerbate problems that we have as a result of neglect.  Any cuts in the NDA budgets will severely undermine public confidence in the future of the industry.'' Contact: Gary Smith GMB National Organiser on 020 8947 3131. 
BA JUMP THE GUN ON PENISON AGREEMENT CLAIM 
Gary Pearce, GMB Organiser today responded to the announcement by British Airways of a settlement in the pensions talks saying, "BA have been precipitous in their statement claiming that the outcome of last Friday's meeting resulted in an agreement.  The final offer that BA put on the table last Friday (5th January) will go to a meeting of British Airways GMB Shop Stewards next Friday (12th January). That meeting will decide whether or not GMB will recommend BA's the offer to its members in BA. As a democratic Union the offer will then be put to the members for them to decide whether it is acceptable." Contact: Gary Pearce, GMB Organiser on 07850 036952. 
GMB TO MEET MEMBERS AT BASF TEESSIDE PLANT TO DISCUSS HEALTH & SAFETY AFTER MAJOR ACCIDENT WHEN 37 WORKERS NEEDED TREATMENT: GMB call for a major review of health & safety in the BASF plant on Teesside. GMB officials will be speaking to GMB members at a chemical plant regarding any safety issues following a major leak which left 37 workers needed treatment. A major incident was declared on Thursday 4th January 2007 when 4.5 tonnes of the chemical hexamethylenediamine, known as HMD, escaped and the workers were injured, two seriously. The two workers from the site, in Seal Sands Road, Billingham, remain in hospital. Hospital officials said last night two men detained were improving. Contact: Tom Brennan, GMB Regional Secretary on 0191 2333930. 
GMB MEMBERS HELD HOSTAGE 
Two GMB members working for G4S as static guards at Honeywells Bracknell were held hostage in a raid at the weekend. Contact: Jan Thomas, GMB Organiser on 07710 591388. 
REMPLOY LATEST 
As part of the trade unions campaign to stop the mass closure of Remploy factories the Trade Union Consortium is asking trade union Shop Stewards at Remploy to set up a network of local Remploy action groups.  All shop stewards and members will have a role to play in 2007.  Anyone needing any additional training or assistance should contact their local trade union office. It is absolutely clear from the company’s presentations that the plan to close significant numbers of factories is very much the basis of their ‘vision’ for the future. Contact: Phil Davies, GMB National Secretary on 020 8947 3131. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO DEBBIE ON OBE: GMB Deputy General Secretary Debbie received an OBE for services to employment relations in the New Year’s honours list. Contact: GMB Communications on 020 8947 3131. 
WHILE DYSON AWARD DRAWS GMB CRITICISIM 
In response to the awarding of an honour to inventor Dyson, Paul Kenny, GMB General Secretary said, "Do they now give award to service for exporting jobs?" Contact: GMB Communications on 020 8947 3131. 
LITTLE CHEF VICTIM OF ‘AA’ VENTURE CAPITALIST – BROWN MUST END TAX DEDUCTION ON INTEREST 
Commenting on the position at Little Chef, Paul Maloney GMB National Secretary said, “GMB members in the AA who have been victims of Permira’s asset stripping are aware of the curse venture capitalists. They have watched closely Permira’s track record at Little Chef. In February 2003 Permira, using £712 million of borrowed money bought 368 Little Chef restaurants and 220 Travel Lodge hotels from Compass. With the usual sale and lease back routine Permira raised £280 million on the back of 130 sites. They shutdown over 130 Little Chef restaurants. They went on to sell the remaining restaurants for £52 million in October 2005 and the Travel Lodge hotels for £675 million in 2006. So from an initial investment £712 million Permira yielded a total of £907 million, a clear profit of almost £200 million in three years. On top of that £200 million they got their usual management fees and commissions and to add insult to injury they were able to claim tax relief on the money they originally borrowed. So the real story of Little Chef is that the venture capitalists took over the Little Chef and Travel Lodge Empire that was in need of investment to re-brand and spruce it up and instead did the exact opposite and asset stripped it. Permira are currently engaged in the same exercise at the AA. At the AA Permira sacked one in three workers specifically targeting the disabled. They fell in the ‘Which’ rankings for customer services from first to third and increased prices to many of their customers. They also took out a £500 million loan to pay themselves a ‘special dividend’. It is time that Gordon Brown brought this whole venture capitalist game, with the mass sacking that it entails to an end. Money borrowed for venture capitalist purpose should no longer be tax deductible and the venture capitalist activities should not longer be covered by limited liability.” Contact: Paul Maloney, GMB National Organiser on 07801 343839. 
GMB CHALLENGE TO CPS DECISION NOT TO PROSECUTE COMPANY FOR WORKPLACE DEATH OF 17 YEAR OLD SUCCEEDS IN REVIEW: The High Court has ordered that the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) must reconsider its decision not to prosecute the North-Eastern Roofing, the employer of teenager Daniel Dennis who fell to his death within a week of starting work with the firm in April 2003. Daniel Dennis, from Pyle, Bridgend in Wales, was 17 and had just started his first real job working for roofing company North-Eastern Roofing. He died after falling through a skylight on the roof of a Matalan store in Cwmbran, Gwent.  It took an inquest at Newport less than 10 minutes to reach a verdict of unlawful killing in March 2005.  But the CPS decided in March 2006 that there was no realistic prospect that a criminal prosecution would succeed. GMB has backed Daniel's father, Peter in asking Lord Justice Waller and Mr Justice Lloyd Jones, sitting in London, to quash the CPS decision not to bring a prosecution for gross negligence manslaughter. Lord Justice Waller ruled that there had been ``failures" over the factors which influenced the CPS not to prosecute. The judge said a solicitor acting for the CPS did not take into account the ``seriousness of a failure to give proper instruction not to go on the roof prior to induction or proper instruction". He said the CPS had not taken sufficient account of the inquest jury's verdict. The court said the matter should be referred back to the CPS and that it was possible that a different decision could be made when these factors are taken into consideration. Contact: Allan Garley, GMB Regional Secretary on 07980 753102. 
BURBEERY STAR TREATMENT CONTINUES 
Actress Emma Thompson has now waded in to the fight to keep Burberry manufacturing in Wales. Contact: Mervyn Bernett, GMB Organiser on 07980 753114. 
GMB ATTACKS B&Q SONG AND DANCE INTERVIEWS 
GMB slammed DIY giant B&Q after job interviewees were asked to dance and pull funny faces. Contact: GMB Communications on 020 08947 3131. 
NEW MATERIAL ON GMB WEBSITE:  For all the latest on the website visit: www.gmb.org.uk/latest.  Did you know you can ask to be put on the email list for all new press releases? Click on the link http://www.gmb.org.uk/Templates/PressItems.asp?NodeID=89680 and press ‘Join Mailing List’ or contact Charlotte Gregory in GMB Communications Department on 020 8971 4209
