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Send items for the next GMB Bulletin to press.office@gmb.org.uk or fax to 020 8944 6139. Further information on each item below can be found on at www.gmb.org.uk or from the contact shown against each item.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE KILLED AT WORK INCREASED IN THE LATEST HSE FIGURES: 124 people were killed at work in the six months from April to September 2006. This compares to a total of 212 killed at work for the whole of the preceding 12 months and is over 58% of last year’s total already. 37 workers were killed in the construction industry alone. This compares unfavorably with a total for the previous year of a total of 59 deaths and is a pro rata rate of 62% for only half the year. GMB demand that employers who cut corners leading to workers being killed go to prison. Contact: John McClean, GMB National Health & Safety Officer on 07710 631329.

300 AA RECOVERY DRIVERS FACE WITCH HUNT FOR REJECTING OFFER OF WHICH INCLUDES 650 HOURS COMPULSORY OVERTIME: This morning, the 300 AA recovery drivers who have rejected a new offer from the AA, which would require each driver to work an average of 650 hours per annum (15 hours a week) compulsory overtime, face a witch hunt because of their rejection of this offer. They have been told that they will be individually set up for the sack if they do not accept this offer. Contact: Paul Maloney, GMB Senior Organiser on 07801 343839.

FT’s FINDINGS DO NOT INVALIDATE GMB EXPERIENCE OF PRIVATE EQUITY IN COMPANIES LIKE AA AND BIRDS EYE SAYS GMB: Paul Kenny, GMB General Secretary responding to the report in today’s Financial Times about the jobs record of private equity owned companies said, "Companies that account for up to 10% of all economic activity now change hands in a single year - a change driven mainly by the wall of private equity money. Two points stand out. First the idea that there is a surplus pool of top class mangers ready and available to step in to improve all these companies is sheer nonsense. By and large they continue to be run by existing managers. Second it would be amazing if in this sheer volume of turnover activity there were not companies in growth sectors of the economy, which when acquired by private equity, grew jobs and turnover. The FT finding that some companies owned by private equity grew jobs and turnover does not invalidate GMB experience of job losses and exploitation at the hands of private equity in the mature sectors of the economy like AA and Birds Eye. The FT’s finding is not a justification for the tax breaks, asset stripping, saddling thriving companies with massive debts and the culture of secrecy that prevails in this industry."       

GMB MEMBERS AT ST HELENS BASED GLASS GIANTS PILKINGTON TAKE FIVE DAYS OF STRIKE ACTION: GMB members at the company's architectural site on Borough Road are taking the industrial action following a row over pay and training. They were on strike on March 21, 22 and 30 and more dates will follow unless a solution to the pay dispute is found. Contact: George Patterson, GMB Organiser on 07974 018405.

GMB MEMBER’S SON LAUNCHES ASBESTOS CHARLITY AFTER LOSING DAD TO MESOTHELIOMA: Paul Wallace, the son on Joe Wallace who died in 2005 of mesothelioma has launched a charity in his dad’s name: The Joe Wallce Brather of Life Fund. The proceeds will go to the British Lung Foundations. Contact: Paul Wallace on 07792 737813 or visit www.justgiving.com/joewallace

70 JOBS UNDER THREAT AT PALETHORPES PORK PIES, MARKET DRAYTON: The jobs could be lost this Spring if production is moved from Melton Mowbray to Nottingham to comply with EU rules about the products being made close the the town it is named after. Contact: Manjeet Singh GMB Organser on 07832 271782.

GMB FIGHTS £4,000 PAY CUTS FOR DEVONSHIRE SOCIAL WORKERS: Proposals from Devon County Council that could affect ovr 2,000 workers with a £4,000 a year pay cut are being fought by GMB. Contact: toy dowling, GMB Organiser on 07958 477859.

TORBAY COUNCIL LOSSES EMPOYEES BANK DETAILS: GMB want to know what action the council is taking to recover the information and protect its workers. Contact: Sturat Fegan GM Senior Organiser on 07912 890434.

100 JOBS TO GO AT MAGNET FACTORY, BARLBOROUGH: 90 to 100 jobs are under threat as the factory moves to Sheffield. Contact: Trevor Finch, GMB Organiser on 07958 053286.

GMB ACTIVISTS JOIN CAMPAIGN TO DEFEAT BNP IN LOCAL ELECTIONS IN SANDWELL ELECTION CAMPAIGN AGAINST BNP as part of a co-coordinated push nationally to defeat racism and fascism as the Hope not Hate Big Red Bus prepares to visit Manchester, Keighley, Bradford, Dewsbury, Leeds, the set of Emmerdale Farm, Newcastle, Sunderland and Glasgow. The event was part of the Hope not Hate tour with Billy Bragg. Contact; Mick Rix, GMB National Organiser on 020 8947 3131.

UNION NAME: The new trade union formed from the merger of the T&G and Amicus is to be called Unite. Source: The Times.
