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Immediate Release

Attention:  News desk, Political and Industrial Correspondents

PRESS RELEASE
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UNIONS MOVE TO NATIONAL STRIKE AT REMPLOY TO STOP 43 FACTORY CLOSURES* (see list below)
Scale of closures shocks Remploy disabled workers

Responding to today’s announcement of 43 Remploy factory closures* Phil Davies, Secretary of the trade union consortium said, “This is an act of industrial sabotage which the government and the reemploy board of directors are trying to impose on disabled people and their families.
The 43 factory closures are in areas of high unemployment. We believe that the whole of the trade union movement will support our fight to secure these jobs and these factories.

The trade unions will now seek authority for a national official strike ballot in all 83 Remploy sites. The company and the government have taken no account of the advice given to them over the past 12 months.

Jenny Formby, Unite T&G section, Chair of the Remploy Trade Union Consortium said, “The sheer scale of the closures and its impact on disabled workers is both shocking and unprecedented. The grotesque spectacle of six organisation, purporting to represent disabled people, supporting these job loses is outrageous and equally shocking. It will not pass unchallenged. The trade unions are not arguing to maintain the status quo. The trade unions’ alternative business plan, costed to remain within the £555M cash envelope, not only maintains the factory network in manufacturing but expands and develops the role of all factories to become a resource for the whole disabled community.”

Factories in the list below marked in bold and with an * are on the closure list.

The following factories have been targeted to merge:
Barnsley, Birkenhead CCU, Brynamman, Jarrow, Newcastle under lyne, Pontefract, Redruth, Southampton recycling, Stockport, Woolwich and Ystradgynlais.

Ends

Contact: Phil Davies, GMB National Secretary on 07850 966465 or Jenny Formby, Unite National Secretary on 07702 206436 or Les Woodward, Remploy trade union Convenor on07977 436251. GMB Press Office: Rose Conroy on 07974 251823or Steve Pryle on 07921 289880 or T&GWU Press Office: 020 7611 2549.

· *indicates that the factory has been targeted for closure by Remploy
Find the contact details for the trade union representatives of the 83 Remploy factories listed alphabetically.
	Remploy Factory Location
	Trade Union Officer

	Aberdare*
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Aberdeen*
	TGWU: John Taylor 07810 157919

	Abertillery*
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Acton

	TGWU: Jan Topping 07980 721407

	Aintree*
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059 for details

	Ashington*
	GMB: Val Scott 07870 176726

	Barking
	GMB: Glenn Holdom 07974 251723

	Barnsley
	TGWU: 020 7611 2549

	Barrow
	GMB: Steve Gibbons 07870 176737

	Birmingham
	GMB: Wayne Powell 07773 848332 for details

	Birkenhead CCU
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Birkenhead
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Birmingham
	GMB: Wayne Powell 07773 848332 for details

	Blackburn
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Bolton
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059 for details

	Bradford*
	GMB: Steve Morris 07958 156843

	Bridgend*
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Bristol
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Brixton*
	TGWU: 020 7611 2549

	Brynamman
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Burnley
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Chesterfield
	GMB: Desiree Risebury 07958 156848

	Cleator Moor
	GMB: Steve Gibbons 07870 176737

	Clydebank
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808 for details

	Coventry
	GMB: Wayne Powell 07773 848332 for details

	Cowdenbeath
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808 for details

	Croespenmaen
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Derby
	GMB: Richard Taylor 07966 327981

	Dundee
	GMB: John Moist 07752 147808

	Edinburgh
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808

	Gateshead
	GMB: Val Scott 07870 176726

	Halilfax*
	TGWU: Sue Pollard (Halifax)

	Hartlepool*
	GMB: Val Scott  07870 176726

	Hillington*
	TGWU: Donald Munro 07810 157910

	Holloway
	TGWU: Jan Topping 07980 721407

	Huddersfield
	GMB: Steve Morris 07958 156843

	Hull*
	GMB: Peggy Blythe 07966 327963

	Jarrow
	GMB: Val Scott  07870 176726

	Lanarkshire*
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808

	Leatherhead*
	GMB: Ted Purcell 07866 441656 for details

	Leeds
	GMB: Steve Morris  07958 156843

	Leicester*
	GMB: Richard Taylor  07966 327981 for details

	Leven
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808 for details

	Lydney*
	GMB: Wayne Powell 07773 848332

	Manchester*
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059 for details

	Mansfield*
	GMB: Richard Taylor  07966 327981

	Medway*
	GMB: Ted Purcell 07866 441656

	Merthyr
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Neath Port Talbot
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803 for details

	Newcastle Staffs
	TGWU: Neil Salter 07736 026098

	Newcastle upon Tyne
	GMB: Val Scott  07870 176726

	North Staffs
	TGWU: Neil Salter 07736 026098

	Norwich
	GMB: Glenn Holdom 07974 251723

	Oldham
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Penzance
	TGWU: Laura Lamprell 07919 990120

GMB: Kevin Mason 01752 660219

	Pinxton*
	

	Port Sunlight
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Plymouth*
	GMB: Kevin Mason 01752 660219

	Pontefract
	GMB: Steve Morris  07958 156843

	Poole*
	TGWU: Terry Millen 07739 446215

GMB: Gary Cook 07712 677594

	Porth
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Portsmouth
	TGWU: Terry Millen 07739 446215

	Preston
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Radcliffe
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Redruth
	TGWU: Laura Lamprell 07919 990120

GMB: Kevin Mason 01752 660219

	Sheffield
	GMB: Desiree Risebury  07958 156848

	Southampton
	TGWU: Terry Millen 07739 446215

	Southend*
	GMB: Glenn Holdom 07974 251723 

	Spennymoor*
	GMB: Val Scott  07870 176726

	Springburn
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808)

	St Helens*
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Stirling
	GMB: John Moist  07752 147808

	Stockport Stockton*
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Sunderland
	GMB: Val Scott 07870 176726

	Swansea
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Treforest*
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	Wigan*
	GMB: Brian Derbyshire 07740 804059

	Wisbech*
	GMB: Glenn Holdom 07974 251723 for details

	Woolwich
	TGWU: Jan Topping 07980 721407

	Worksop*
	GMB: Richard Taylor  07966 327981

	Wrexham*
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803

	York*
	GMB: Steve Morris  07958 156843

	Ystradgynlais
	GMB: Jeff Burns 01792 467803


Note: In the entries above “for details” contact the officer shown to find out who is responsible for this location.

Notes to Editors:
1. The trades unions in Remploy are GMB, Unite (TGWU & Amicus (GPMU Section) have merged) and Community.

2. The GMB Remploy Members Website can be found at http://www.gmbremploy.unionweb.co.uk/
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