ANOTHER WAY TO SAVE NOTTS COUNCIL SERVICES – STAND UP TO STOP THE CUTS

The County Council admits to having over £100 million in reserves but says it already has commitments for them and so plans to:-

Cut 2,500 jobs (using reserves to part fund redundancies)

Reduce Special Education Needs support in schools (but claims it will spend more on Children’s Services by increasing safeguarding budgets)

Close 25 Adult care centres

Sell off the remaining council owned elderly persons homes and raise fees in the meantime

Increase charges for home care to the elderly

Cut the Sure Start budgets

End the Welfare Rights Service and also reduce grants to the alternative provider, the Citizens Advice Bureaux

Reduce the library provision (hoping local communities will volunteer to staff them)

Cut the number of fire engines/stations

Cut grants to local charities

Possibly reduce the number of subsidised rural bus services

And yet it continues to spend millions of pounds on consultants.
The GMB believes that there are other ways of balancing the budgets without hurting the people of Nottinghamshire.
The county council should be talking to the trade unions and using the knowledge and expertise of its employees and not just listening to managers who have little comprehension of what happens on the front line. Remember, it is what YOU do that makes the whole system work! Reserves should NOT be used to fund redundancies but should be spent on maintaining services. The Council should give up on its dogmatic approach to not increase council tax – if, as the Government keep saying, “We are all in this together” then, with a less than inflation rise, more income could be generated – alleged to be £3 million for each 1% increase. Unless the County Council changes its ideas then every family, if not everyone, in Nottinghamshire will be affected by cuts in services. You are already bearing the brunt of the pain by not having a pay rise for three years, facing a pay cut as a result of reorganisation or, at worst, being made redundant. Cuts of the magnitude you are seeing did not appear in any political manifesto!
What can you do to fight the cuts?
Please help the campaign to reduce, if not stop, the cuts in Nottinghamshire. You can do this by:-

Supporting the lobby and demonstration at County Hall on 24 February (the council will be meeting on this day to set the council tax). It is half term week so, hopefully, many school support staff will be able to attend. Coaches will be provided from various parts of the county (details to be provided on this site later).

As individuals, e-mail your county councillor and tell them why you oppose the cuts giving personal experiences if possible, The website address to find your councillor is www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/councillors
Use as many of your local services as possible, e.g., libraries, so that, “under use” cannot be used as a reason by the council to justify cutting the provision.

Sign as many petitions as possible – your local fire station may be compiling one to oppose cuts to their service.

Tell as many friends and family about what is happening to local services – the media will not be covering every aspect of the cuts on a day by day basis.

AND SUPPORT YOUR UNION IN THE FIGHT! Even though the war cannot be won, certain battles can! It needs every one of you to stand together.

