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Minutes of the Midland and East Coast RMA meeting 

 Held on the 21 May 2008 at the Nottingham Office.
  Present J Stevenson A Stanley M Wagg L Horseley Hollin, K Moody, P Dean. F Worthington Clarke. B Cooper, E Blackman, K Mills D Mills... Mrs Bennett... Mrs Dixon Mr Dixon Mr Volvin Mr Wright... L Lowe. K Slater
 Apologies k Moore V Baines.

 In the absence of the regional President D Mills was elected to chair the meeting.

Minutes of the February meeting were accepted as a true record with the inclusion that Alan Stanley had been   elected as Treasurer of the RMA Fund.

Matters Arising 

1.  Rowntree proposal to use Negative Equity  in order  to finance future care costs  Following an interesting presentation on the above  it was agreed  to recommend to the regional secretary  that  the  governments consultation   exercise  on the future funding of care  be brought to the attention of  those members still in work,  as it is more likely to effect  today’s workers  than today’s retirees. 

2. Minutes of the National RMA committee   were noted though there remained   some opposition to the National Committee retaining all affiliation fees from branches.  It was agreed that once our own fund was up and running that next year we would be recommending that branches in addition to the national affiliation also affiliate regionally.
3. New Equality Structure a report on which was given by Dorothy Mills.

4. NPC Regional AGM.  Four members of GMB were elected to the regional Executive Committee D Mils vice Chair. J Stevenson. L Lowe and Liz Blackman remains as regional secretary.

5. NPC Regional Parliament.      A report was given on the success of this initiative which was fed into the national Parliament .it is hoped   to continue this practice next year.

6.  RMA Fund. Liz reported that the fund as of the 15 May stood at £825.96. And that donations were still coming in.  She was concerned however at the length of time it was taking to set up the account.  In future finance would be a substantial item on  RMA  agendas. 

7.  Life long Learning.  John and Frank gave a brief presentation it was agreed that this would remain a substantive item on the next agenda.

8.  A/O/B

9. Disabilities Issues.  Concerns  were expressed  at the  paucity  of provision of  wheelchair  facilities on  trains  and  whether or not disabled passes are useable on trains,  Liz to make some inquiries.  
 As there was no other business the meeting closed at 2.45pm.Elizabeth Blackman

