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Minutes of the RMA Regional Council Meeting 26 11 2007 at Nottingham
Apologies K Moore, K Moody, F Worthington Clarke. M Wagg B.Bycroft.

Present Vic Barnes Regional President.  L Horseley Hollin, E Lowe, D Mills,.K Mills, D Powell, R Dixon V Dixon R Atkins, P Dean ,B Cooper, R Howard, J Stevenson Blackman
Minutes of the 23 July2007 and matters arising

With the inclusion of D Mills apologies the minutes were accepted as a true record.  

Minutes of the 28 June and Matters arising,

· National Committee members. Liz explained that the RMA policy on speaking rights are in line with all other advisory committees. 

· Affiliations. Liz reported that all branch affiliations go to national.  Delegates were of the opinion that all branch donations to the RMA should be made to the regional RMA and as such remain within the region. Liz to clarify position with the regional secretary. 

· National Finance report.  After debate it was agreed that Liz should write to the National RMA secretary querying the costs of holding National Meetings in different regions. It was felt that this practice increased costs.

The minutes of the 28 October 2007 were not yet available.
Reports.

· National Conference A Comprehensive report as given by John Stevenson.  He congratulated Michael Wagg for moving all our motions, as our other delegate was unable to attend due to illness.

· Rerac Dorothy gave an interesting report on the work of Rerac and Nerac.   She also  covered  disability issues and Ageism.  

· Speaker On Finance  Did not attend Vic to take this issue up  

· Lunch. 12.30 1pm
· Celebrate ion Of the Centenary Year of the State Pension...
· No details available yet from the NPC. The meeting agreed in principle their support for any events.

· Motions for the 2008 RMA Conference. 
· Liz explained the timetable for when motions have to be in,  She produced three motions  which are reproduced with these minutes  There then followed a comprehensive discussion on the merits of each motion  
· Motion One Heating Allowance to be amended to include the penultimate sentence... 
1. Motion One Heating Allowance.

This conference is concerned that each year over 25,000 older people lose their lives to a preventable cold-related illness, “The Government is not doing nearly enough to end fuel poverty. It has a potential jackpot of £4.5billion waiting for older people, but it dangles this vital cash behind a complex maze of means-tested benefits and, as a result, money continually fails to reach those who need it to survive.” Therefore we demand that the £200 fuel allowance is increased to £400. with immediate effect .That  the age related extra payment should be paid  to all rising eighty year olds  Thus eliminating un necessary bureaucracy, and  we call upon the CEC to bring pressure to bear upon our sponsored Mps, the TUC  and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
. Motion two it was agreed that this motion should include within in its title  

Access to Care. For persons suffering from dementia and mobility problems.

Motion Two Accesses to Care
This conference is Believes that the current system of charging for care is a public scandal because it discriminates against thousands of people with dementia and other forms of dementia. In the majority of cases it is individuals, and not the NHS, that have to cover the costs of care, such as help with eating, using the toilet and bathing. . We demand that all person care should be free at the point of need and we call upon the CEC to not only mount a campaign to highlight this injustice but to   pressurize them into changing the criteria for continuing care.

Motion three no change. 
Dignity in Care.

This conference is concerned that the £20.45 Allowance given to older people in care homes is expected to cover the cost of all personal items not covered by the care package agreed by the local authority, including clothes and toiletries. and  is symbolic of the way that older people are treated in society We believe that this allowance should immediately be increased to £40.00 per week  and  we  call upon the CEC  to pressurize The government  into implementing this change.
· Regional Parliament.
· Liz gave a report on the arrangements for the forthcoming Regional Parliament 1st March to be held in Leicester. Conference agreed to support this venue.  Liz to write to branches and region for financial support.
National Pensioners Parliament 2007.  A written report was produced by Liz...
She explained that the NPC membership and supporters were drawn from a broad church therefore it was important that their policies should reflect our values, and to do that was need a presence.  Following discussion it was agreed that it would be desirable if those branches that are in a position to do so, funded a branch member to attend the 2008 Conference. 
A/O/B It was suggested by Reg and supported by conference that it would be desirable if all branches had a retirement Officer. 

It was also agreed that for our next meeting we would invite a speaker on CARE. Liz to action.

Liz to send K Moody a get well card in appreciation of all His  hard work for the GMB on behalf on the committee. 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday 13 February  
