Minutes of the February 2009 GMB   RMA Regional Council.
Present, L Horseley Hollin. A Stanley. C Slater. M Field. M C Hindle.  M McGarry R White  B Cooper  F Worthington Clarke J Stevenson. K Wilson D Mills K Mills  E Blackman .W Riley.  V Baines.  P Dean ..
Apologies M Wagg and K Moody.

Minutes of the November 2008 meeting agreed a true record.

Matters arising..

October lobby of Parliament.  Those members who had attended this lobby supported Liz  concerns on the low level of support from  workers. The meeting agreed that much needs to be done if  we are to build an alliance between workers and the retired.. This issue to be taken back to branches.

Regional Affiliation To The RMA . 

As previously reported I wrote to the regional secretary requesting his support for   asking all branches to affiliate to the regional RMA on the same basis as they affiliate to the National RMA? This was supported by the regional committee  Regional Secretary to write out to all branches.

Finance

The treasurer reported   that The regional fund now stands at £1509.47p He  thankeds to all those branches who contributed so generously...   went on to say. If f we are to campaign effectively then our finances need to be on a secure footing. Which is why I wrote to the regional secretary requesting his support for   asking all branches to affiliate to the regional RMA on the same basis as they affiliate to the National RMA?  

And matters arising.

Minutes of the January 2009  National  RMA  Meeting accepted.
Motions for2009  RMA. National Conference. 

Following a debate the following motions were agreed to be submitted to the RMA National Conference. These are.
· Pensions Credit

This Conference believes  that  the present rules  in relation to the interest generated  by savings  when calculating a persons entitlement  to  the  Guaranteed element of  the pension credit.  Which presently stand at 10% return on all income above £6000 and the 20% income which the local authority assumes that savings between £13.000 and £21000 earn? When assessing a person for a care home. Should be changed to reflect the true interest paid, using the Bank of England base rate as the calculator.  We therefore call upon the CEC to   campaign   in order to achieve   this. 

Health Dental and Eye Care.
This conference believes that the present system of paying for eye and dental 

Care for all   persons should be ended.   We therefore call upon the GMB to campaign   towards this end.

Transport Rail Travel

This conference believes that where a pensioner has to buy a rail card in order to buy discount tickets on trains they should be able to use their existing bus pass to purchase discount tickets.  Such a move would encourage greater pensioner mobility and would be a step towards national free travel for pensioners.  WE call upon the CEC to campaign vigorously   to attain this 

Equality.

It had been intended to show a PowerPoint presentation on the conclusions of the national  workshop   meeting. Unfortunately the speaker  

was not in attendance. Will try to arrange this for a later date.

Affiliations

NPC It was agreed that that we would should continue to affiliate to the NPC Liz Blackman to continue to be the regions delegate 

NHS Keep our NHS Public

It was agreed to affiliate to this body Allan Stanley to be the regions delegate.

Direction Payments presentation 

Following the Governments two   consultative meetings which I attended on behalf of the GMB and the NPC and where I expressed my opposition to personal budgets.   I was sent a DVD   explaining the workings of personal budgets. For service users.  I arranged for this to be shown at the meeting. A lengthy debate then ensued on the change this would make to the status of the service user, i.e.  Their responsibly for terms and conditions of service for the worker and their rights etc.

 Because of personal circumstances.  And the lack of local authority provision a couple of delegates reluctantly   supported the premise of personal budgets but the consensus of opinion was that the GMB   should vigorously campaign for adequately funded local authority provision. 

TUC Network 

This is now up and running   members should encourage their branches to affiliate.  At present there are no affiliation fees payable. 

Recruitment.

It was reported that f the National Recruitment officer was seeking retired members to assist in recruitment imitative. Certain    members of the council agreed to assist in recruitment within their areas. Their names were then passed to the regional secretary
NPC 2009 Leicester Parliament.

Still awaiting response from The Minister.

In closing the regional president   wished everyone a safe journey home and praised their commitment in attending this meeting given the weather conditions.  

Next meeting June 2009.

