JCNC H&S Meeting

22.05.08


NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

CHILDREN’S SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Joint Consultative and Negotiation Committee (JCNC)

Aim:

JCNC Health and Safety Quarterly Meeting
Date:

Thursday 22nd May 2008
Time:

13:00 – 15.00
Location:
Sandfield Centre – E1 

Minutes

1).
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Debbie Snowden (DS)
Minute taker.
2).
Apologies


Martin Smith (MS)

Curriculum Services

Jenny Alexander (JA)
Youth Service
3).
Minutes of last meeting

IH - A meeting about stress had gone ahead although attendance was poor as it

wasn’t well publicised.  

GF – was under the impression that this was a sub group meeting that would 

feedback to the JCNC morning meeting.  It was agreed that this is the correct 

meeting to report back to.  There were three main issues raised at the meeting 

which were to: review the policy



   review where known the extent of sickness due to stress 



   what is the authority doing – identifying where the agreed policy 

                 
   failed

DT – Corporate policy back with HR at the moment.

Riverside school volunteered to act as pilot for adding more management tasks to SERAM, they have already given some very positive feedback.  CMM are looking at taking this forward and rolling out to all schools/non schools.
Action Point – GS to chase progress with CMM.

RS - asked at the previous meeting if a governors checklist could be built in to the database, GS spoke with Second Element and this can be done, just need to look at the technical side of how it will work.
Action Point – GS to speak to DT on how to move this forward.
VM – asked if it would it be a good idea for her to come to the Violence Sub Group, the group thought that this would be beneficial.  Viv McCrossen was invited to the Violence Sub Group on 8th May but unfortunately sent her apologies.  Union members still desperate to have a meeting with her as well.
Tree inspections now appear in the Traded Services brochure after being agreed by Schools Forum, forming part of the compulsory services section.  GS was asked if this would cover urgent inspections of dangerous trees.  GS to check this although he did mention a school that had called to say they were concerned about a tree that is overhanging a neighbours garden, and we were able to get them on the list of schools to be surveyed this year as a priority.
Action Point - GS – to ask if this does cover urgent inspection of dangerous trees.
DT – In terms of the current title Joint Consultative & Negotiation Committee, DT said that there is no obligation for Health and Safety to be negotiated on, therefore we could look to change the title of this meeting. RS wanted to check this over with legal, which he did do although he didn’t get a conclusive response.  DT handed members article from the brown book. GF said that if it’s not a requirement to change the name then we should leave the name as it is, as we seem to be clear on the role the group has. GF asked if we could have a look at the constitution of this group which will probably be kept by HR and make sure that we are meeting the points stated in the document DT handed out.
Action Point - GS – to follow up with HR.

Sickness statistics for teaching staff; need to work towards more comprehensive statistics, GB requested a breakdown on a school by school basis.
Action Point – GF – will take forward with Julie Taylor.
RS – mentioned that he thinks it would be interesting to have some sort of
Emergency planning exercise around a CAF family, Mirth Parker was also very 

interested in this happening.  RS need the CAF to be more established and would 
look to doing something next summer, so need to get something arranged in Spring

09.

4).
Legionella
We have changed the process slightly on how we sample schools.  Once an out of 

temperature alert has been generated for 2 consecutive months DS will inform Steve

Bacon (CMM) who will then look at the schools risk assessment to see if there are

outstanding issues that could be causing the out of temperatures.  Before this 

process was introduced CMM were sampling schools on an ad-hoc basis; some 

schools have required sterilisation of their water systems following sampling.  

We’ve found that with Legionella if you look for it you’ll find it, this obviously
has a knock on effect to schools budget.  It was thought that this money would be
better spent trying to rectify the problem within the system so that they are not 
recording out of temperatures in the future i.e. addressing the cause not the

symptoms.

5).
Violent Incidents

GS asked the SEN team to give a narrative on the five pupils listed on the report 

provided by the violent incidents database.  Nothing was sent to us prior to today’s

meeting as requested unfortunately Viv was unable to attend this meeting.

Violent Sub Group generally going very well, we seem to have a lot wider 

representation from across Children’s Services.  YOT and Youth have promised to 

send a rep to the next meeting in October 08.
DT provided stats on schools that have never reported.  It was discussed that 
although some of these schools may not have had incidents to report it seems 

highly unlikely that this is the case for all of those listed.  Some head teachers are 

reluctant to report, some staff don’t know that they should be reporting, Heads don’t

know what the reports are going to be used for etc. 

Action Point - DT is going to use the information provided when they visit to do their
Health and Safety audits.  

RS said that it would be an idea to talk to a member of the BSS team (Behaviour

Support Service) before they visit and find out if they have any involvement with the 
school.
6).
Accident Statistics

Accident statistics were given to the group to look at.

GB asked who will look after health and safety in the new academies, DT – they will

have their own management structure and a business manager who will probably

be trained in health and safety.  They will have a health and safety committee as 
well.
6).
Outdoor Education Update
Off-site Visits Implementation Group

This group has now met on two occasions and is moving forward in terms of rolling 

out the Off-Site Visits Policy across Children’s Service.

Dates for OVC training have now been set for Children’s Centre staff and Youth

Work Managers.   Discussions on a way forward within the YOT have also taken 

place and a framework is being developed.  I am also working closely with the 

Children’s Homes to develop a procedure for them and have been in contact with

Crocus Fields.

A curriculum group has also been established.

The new DCSF Framework for off-site visits, is as we predicted is falling behind 

schedule, but should be ready by September.

The new safety/quality badging scheme for ‘providers’ will be operational for the 

Autumn term.

Pupils on off-site visits, that required approval, rose from 7800 in 2006 to just over 

10,000 in 2007, a huge increase.  This number is likely to increase as we begin to 

include the whole of Children’s Service.

8).
Off site risk assessments 
No update from Martin – keep on as a standing agenda item.

9).
Health and Safety guidance update
Nothing much to report, one thing in the pipeline is a risk assessment for pregnant 

schoolgirls in education.

10).
AOB
Flu Pandemic joint exercise in October, Children Services, ASHH and Environment

and Regeneration, PCT are involved but we want to get other external providers
involved and promote Business Continuity in the wider community.
Next meeting:

JCNC H&S
16th October 2008

E1
1-3pm
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